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Two ncw species from W Himalaya are descrihed. viz. Mehistiza pavida and Lem ,iu yplui 
suhimmcrsci. A previous report of Melastiza cimieri from India is incorreci. 
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During research on the genera Mclustiza Boud. 
and Lcticoscypha Boud. we have come across 
Ivvo new species. which are descrihed here. 
Moreover, on reinvestigation it was found that 
(he report of Melastiza cimieri (W. G. Smith) 
Boud. from India 'Th ind & Waraitch I % 4 ) was 
hased on specimens of \I. rubra (Bal ia) Maus 
uecst. . w l ; eh is fairly common in NYV 
Himalaya. 

Melastiza flavida Thind éc Kaushal, sp. nov. -
Fig. 1 A - C 

Holotype: India, Mussoorie, Dhanaultv. on soil. 
7.9.1973. Kaushal 2581 (PAN). 

Apothecia ad 3 mm diam. gregaria ve! congesta, 
"•-.'ssilia. discoidea. ordinata, mollia. carnosa; externa 

i-rfivies subochracea. sensim pilosa: pili subfusci. 
: "pressi, ad 7.5 firn in diam.; hyphae affixae ad basini, 

subhyalinae. tenuitunicatae. ad 13 /mi in diam.: margo 
integer: hymenium flavopallidum. glabrum. Asci 240— 
- • • ' M-18/j.m, octosporci. cylindracei. apex obtusus. 
jodo non caerulescentes. Ascosporae 22-27 x 12-16(-
17) firn reticulis inclusis, hyalinae, uniseriatae, cl-
lipsoideae ve! late ellipsoideae. Paraphyses ad 4 pm 
latae infra et 7.5 /j.m in apicibus clavalis, rectae, 
septatae. simplices. - Excipulum eetale ad 55 pm 
1 russimi, texiura angularis. subfuscum, cellae ad 
3u>. j> M r n : excipulum medullare textura dense in-
':';.ata. h y p h h ad 6.5 p m diam: hypothecium indistinc-
tu;.'.. 

• ̂ ?"ir.v-cìa up to ? n:m in d iam. gregarious to 
- C ' . - . ^essile. U i s j o i d , rcgular. soft, tleshx : 

e ' ' s u r f u c e ochraceou.s. minutc lv nruinose. 

wi th inconspicuous pale b r o w n , appressed hairs. 
hairs up to 7.5 wide: attaching Inphac 
present towards base. subln aline. thin-v.alled. 
up to 13 pm wide: margin entire: hymemum light 
\ e i l o w . smooth. Asci 240-280 x 14-18 pm. 8-
spored. cy l indr ica l . apices obtuse. 1-. 
.Wospores K>-1X(-19) x i l - 1 2 pm excluding 
ornamentation and 22-27 x I2 -16( - !7 ) pm in-
cluding ornamentat ion. Ina l ine , uniseriatc. el-
lipsoiii to broadly el i ipsoid: ornamentat ion con­
sistine of rounded warts connected by thick or 
lhin ridges lo forni ; i rcgular or irregular re-
t iculum wi th meshes up to 5 pm across. warts 
usually largcr al poles (up to 4 pm) than else-
where (up to 2.5 pm). Paraphyses davate , up to 
4 pm wide below and 7.5 pm at the t ip . slender. 
straight, septate. simple. 

Aiiaintny. Hctal excipulum up to 55 pm th ick, 
textura angularis o f somev. hat hor izonta lh elon-
gated cells, celi walis of outer few layers pale 
brown. clothed wi th a few inconspicuous pale 
brown appressed hairs (hairs as descrihed 
above). cells up lo 30 x 15 pm: medullary ex­
cipulum of dense textura intr icata, hyphae up to 
t i . 5 p ni : liy poi hecium indis i inet . 

This species has a very chai acteristic spore 
ornamentation somewhat s imitar to that of M. 

Jlavouihcns (Rchm) Pfister ès K o i f . wh ich . how -
e ver. chtfers in having m u d i sniniler ascospores 
( Ì4-V) \5 u.m inc l i id inu • • rnantcKat io i i» . 
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larger apothecia (3-6 mm) and a different colour 
of the hymenium (grey-red wi th a pinkish tinge). 

Leucoscypha subimmersa Thind & Kaushal , sp. 
nov. - Fig. 1 D - G 

Holotvpe: India, Dehra Dun. on soil in tropical foresi. 
10.9.1973. Kaushal 2583 (PAN). 

Apothecia ad 2.5 mm diam, sparsa vel gregaria, 
sessilia. subimmersa. initio clausum. denique patel-
Ltum. discus discoideus: externa superficies subfusca. 
extra strigosa. pili ad 3501-500)x 6 ^ m . hyalini. recti 
vel subrecti, parce septati, crassitunicati. tunica ad 1.5 
nm crassa, basis simplex vel parce bulbosa, apices 
obtusi: marco integer. fimbriatus capillis; hymenium 
flavopallidum. Asci 175-210 x 10.5-16.̂ 5 /xm. 
octosporei. cylindracei, jodo non caerulescenies. 
Ascosporae 15—20 x 10-13(-15) pm. ampie el-
lipsoideae. uniseriatae. h\alinae. verrucosae. bigui-
tulatae. Paraphyses ad 2 pm amplae infra et ad 3.5(-5) 
pm in apicibus. parce septatae, simplices vel furcatae 
infra. - Excipulum eetale ad 60 pm crassum. iexiuia 
angularis. cellulis 30•> P u n i : excipulum medullare ad 
(••5 m crassum: textura intricata, hyphis ad 9 » ni 
amplae: hypothecium ad 12 pm crassum: textura dense 
intricata. 

Apothecia up to 2.5 mm in diameter. scattered to 
gregarious. sessile, somewhat immerseti in soil . 
closed at f irst . later openmg. shallowly cupu-
laie. soft. 1 . sh\ external surface light b r o w n . 
derise!} hairy: hairs up to 3>0(-50O) :•< b pm. 
h-valine. i le - ' tious or straight. denser ami fot ming 
• > fnnge arotind the margin. sparsely sopiate, 
th i ek -wa l ì ed . wall up to 1.5 pm l i i i ck . basai celi 
s;mp!e or s'-ghtly swol ìen . apex ontuse: margin 
enlire. fringed with hairs: hymenium pale yel-
knv. fading on d r \ i n g . Asci 175-210 x 10.5-16.5 

pm. 8-spored, cy l indr i ca l , apex ohtuse, base 
narrow. I - . Ascospores 15-20x | ( ) - l . 3 i - 1 5 ) / n n , 
broadly e l l ipsoid . rarely subglobose, uniseriate. 
Ina l ine , warted. biguttulate. Paraphyses up to 
2.0 pm wide be low. up to 3 . 5 ( - 5 ) pm apically. 
slender. straight. sparsely septate. simplc or 
branched below . 

Anatomy. Fctal e.xciptilum up to 60 pm thick, 
textura angularis o f irregular cells. cells 3 0 • I " 
pm. th in-wal led: medullarv excipulum lo fò / m i 
thick. te.Mura inlr icaut of compact!} arranged. 
short-celled hyphae. Inphae up S> pm wide: 
hypothecium very narrow. up to 12 p m th ick. ot 
dense textura intricata. 

Leucoscypha \nhimniersa ha* small, pale \cl!ow 
apothecia somewhat immerscd on bare soli, and 
minute!}' war ted. broadly ellipsoid a s c o » p o r e v 
In spore ornamentation it is d o s e i o / . . r , / : v \ ; r : > , 

iSommerf. i 1-ckbl. w h i c l i . howevcr . d i i t e i s m 
having much Miialler ascospores ( | . w | i , • ' 

pmi. br ighi orange apotliecia. and t'inalh 4 -
spored asci. It grow s in the leaf axils o f /< irapi, •-

Ai . ' . / ; . » ! / ( • < / Ì ' < , ' » K V ; | \  I  he .u i tho is .ire graiefu! the 
L'niied S i a l e s Do pari inetti of Agi i c u l i u r e . tot tln.mci.ti 
ass i s tance under P. 1.. 4X0 p r o g r a m m e for fiele' .e ia 
lahorator} u o r k . I he j u n i o r ai i thor is also ih .u ik lu i io 
;he l ' n i v e r s i l v ( ì n i n t s C u m m i s v i o n , New D e l l a , hai,.!, 
for , i spec ia l gran! lo support ;his S ; . , K ! \ 
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